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Editorial

The question that was most often asked by supporters of BCA as a result of the Global 

Financial Crisis was “how did we finish?”
The answer they received: “...with a big thank you to God and the supporters.” 
With the unstable financial situation throughout 2009, people were concerned for our 

financial wellbeing. Through generous provision, donations from churches and individuals 

maintained momentum. In the end, overall donations for 2009 varied by just 1% on the 

previous year. These donations make up ¾ of our mission and outreach costs so we were 

grateful that they remained fairly steady. 

We can also report that our portfolio, where we place any received legacies, has started 

to recover its value. The interest and dividends from this portfolio will again go a long way 

in covering our administration overheads.

BCA finished well, that means we can ensure that the message of our Lord continues 

to find receptive hearts across Australia. Like Paul writing to Timothy (2 Timothy 4:7) BCA 

strives to see more people finishing the race, keeping the faith and wearing the crown laid 

up for them.

This year three new ministries open up in Canberra and Goulburn Diocese, two in the 

Northern Territory and another in Tasmania. Your continued interest, prayers and financial 

support in these uncertain times can bring a heavenly certainty to so many.

Warmest regards and a big ‘thank you’ on behalf of all the BCA family.

brian roberts

National Director  

 

Connect with us on Facebook and twitter. Just search for bushchurchaid
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what shall we say the Kingdom of god 

is like, or what parable shall we use to 

describe it? it is like a mustard seed, 

which is the smallest seed you plant in the 

ground. yet when planted, it grows and 

becomes the largest of all garden plants…

Mark 4:30- 32
2010 is a year of fresh ministry 

development in the Diocese of Canberra 

and Goulburn. John Barnes, Diocesan 

Mission Facilitator, in partnership with 

BCA is working to create strategic ministry 

opportunities throughout the area. His 

vision has encouraged four areas to move 

in new directions in 2010. 

glenn and belinda seddon

bateman’s bay 

Glenn and Belinda Seddon are “very excited 

about the opportunities” in Bateman’s Bay. 

They are moving their young family to the 

area to work in schools, preaching the good 

news of Jesus to the youth of Bateman’s 

Bay. 

Glenn will be going into the local 

primary and high schools along with 

Eurobodalla Christian Community School. 

He will also be seeking to start a youth 

group in the area. It already “kind of has 

a youth group” but Glenn has a vision to 

grow the group to develop a “good solid 

core group of young people”. He would love 

to see “heaps of youth saved, coming to 

church and loving life for Jesus”. 

The current culture sees less than 5% 

of youth in church. Glenn hopes to change 

the culture so youth are excited to be part 

of the church. Through his enthusiasm and 

excitement for this position he hopes to 

start “reaching out to youth in a big way”. 

Not only looking forward to the youth 

ministry, Glenn sees the possibility for 

exciting things in Bateman’s Bay due to the 

unity that the churches in the area display. 

He states that “unity between churches is a 

recipe for possible revival”.

The Seddon family will be dealing with 

lots of change, leaving their friends and 

family behind in Baulkham Hills. But the 

kids “know the move is for God and are 

excited to move near the beach”.

helena Painting

yass/gunning

Helena Painting is open to whichever path 

God will clear for her into the schools 

of the Yass/Gunning area. She is unsure 

exactly how God is going to be using her. 

“It’s brand new ground and I don’t quite 

know where it’s going or where God is 

going to take it” she says. Helena will be 

starting out by connecting with students 

from Bowning, Dalton and Gunning Primary 

new Directions for Canberra and Goulburn

The Seddons
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new Directions for Canberra and Goulburn

Schools along with Yass High School.   

Schools ministry is important in reaching 

people with the gospel in rural areas 

according to Helena. “50 years ago the 

centre of a township would have been the 

church and now it’s the school” she says. 

“It makes more sense for churches then to 

become a voice in the schools rather than 

sitting back and asking why people aren’t 

coming to church.”

Currently in the area, scripture happens 

once a term in both Yass High School and 

Bowning Primary. Helena will be providing 

Christian contact for a number of different 

schools in a position that will be similar to 

chaplaincy. This will be something new to 

the people of the area as there has never 

been any pastoral chaplaincy work done 

there before. 

Having lived in the area for a while, and 

been a long time rural resident, Helena will 

be able to connect with both the children 

and their parents in an effective way. “I 

talk the language of rural people, I know 

where they are coming from” she says. She 

understands the isolation that can be felt 

and is excited to be able to bring the gospel 

to people in the bush towns of the Yass/

Gunning area. 

fay fraser

twofold bay

Eden on the far South Coast of New 

South Wales is an area abounding in 

natural beauty. It is also an area in need 

of Christian connection, and Fay Fraser 

has taken it upon herself to create these 

connections using an innovative approach.  

Fay, a former personal trainer and 

campaign bodybuilder, developed a group 

called RevFitness. It is aimed at young 

mothers aged 18-22 years old and seeks to 

connect with them on a personal level. 

This ministry will encourage “personal 

and life transforming faith in Jesus” and 

will see these women nurtured as disciples 

of Christ. Long term, Fay also hopes to see 

these women involved in a faith community 
Continued over

The Paintings

Fay Fraser
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and exercising significant ministry within 

that community. 

With some long-distance assistance 

from Kathy Haynes (Soul Fitness – BCA 

Blackwater) and mission coaching from 

John Barnes (then Church Army now 

Mission Facilitator for the Diocese of 

Canberra and Goulburn), Fay launched her 

first RevFitness group in early July.

It has been a learning journey for Fay 

as she has come to better understand 

the peculiarities of her “mission focus” 

group. Along the way she has developed 

relationships with some older mums and 

young grand-mums and is looking to start a 

second RevFitness group in 2010.

Intent on developing a clear missional 

pathway Fay has also launched a monthly, 

“simple church” which meets one Sunday 

a month at 5pm in the church hall. Some 

attendees are families she has made contact 

with through RevFitness.

James and skye coats

turvey Park/tarcutta

The newest vision of the Coats in Turvey 

Park and Tarcutta is to start an evening 

service to reach out to the young people 

of Wagga Wagga. Wagga has one of the 

biggest populations of young people in New 

South Wales yet James says that young 

people “are the demographic who the 

church is most lacking”.

The church is in the early planning 

stages but the addition of two young 

enthusiastic Christians seems to have been 

a provision from God. They are still thinking 

about the most effective way to run the 

service, with ideas being thrown around 

about running the evangelistic course, 

Introducing God, and including dinner 

together in the service. James wants the 

new service to have an “outreach agenda” 

right from the beginning. 

This is the second time Turvey Park has 

attempted an evening service. James has 

been working to learn what happened last 

time to avoid past mistakes. He states that 

“this time collectively we are a bit wiser and 

have learned a few things to avoid”.

James is excited about this new ministry 

because while there are so many young 

people in Wagga “they are the most 

underrepresented in the church. It is going 

to be great to be able to reach out to them 

through this new service.”

Other new ministry areas for the Coats 

include James learning to take funerals, 

baptisms and possibly weddings. He also 

plans to start making pastoral visits to 

properties in Tarcutta.

source: interviews

new Directions for Canberra and Goulburn

From previous page

The Coats
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extra hands in alice springs will see the 

gospel reach further throughout central 

australia in 2010. 

Bob George, the Rector of the Church of 

the Ascension, Alice 

Springs, talks of the 

overwhelming job 

that Central Australia 

currently presents for 

one person. 

With 27,000 people 

in Alice Springs alone, 

the current set up for 

Anglican ministry has 

left the region grossly 

under resourced. 

“What we are trying to do is to establish 

a team ministry” Bob says. “In the past, 

from an Anglican perspective, there has 

been generally one person here, the Rector 

of the parish, and it’s a fairly daunting task 

to service a town of nearly 27,000 people.”

BCA, in collaboration with the Diocese 

of the Northern Territory, has developed a 

new plan to expand the ministry potential 

of this area. Bob will be funded by BCA to 

take on a missional role whilst addressing 

the need for Anglican Indigenous ministry 

in Central Australia. Hence, a ministry 

associate is being sought to help cover the 

town ministry more effectively. This role 

will be responsible for developing the town 

ministry in Alice Springs, allowing Bob to 

focus on regional growth. 

The overall aim is to create a team 

approach to allow the Diocese to address 

more of the abundant needs within Central 

Australia. Bob states that “to even begin to 

address the ministry potential of Central 

Australia we need more people on the 

ground.”

“My biggest 

frustration over 

the last few years 

has been to see so 

many good ministry 

opportunities slip 

away because we 

haven’t had the 

resources to address 

them” says Bob. 

The area of Central 

Australia incorporates 

around 60,000 people. The extra team 

member will help in reaching more of this 

population. 

Part of the ministry challenge in Central 

Australia is the transient population; every 

new year brings a changed congregation. 

In an environment where transition 

constantly impacts the composition of the 

congregation it is vital to create a stable 

ministry. To help achieve this stability, high 

importance will be placed on resourcing lay 

people to serve.

The vision for this area is long term. 

“We aim to get something up and running 

that will be on going and will last beyond 

individuals in the Territory” says Bob. The 

team approach will allow for continued and 

team Approach 
to Expand Central 
Australian mission

Continued over

Bob George performs baptism in 
Central Australia
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Join the team in the Centre!
the parish of alice Springs is looking 
for an energetic and resourceful 
associate minister who will help grow 
the anglican Church in alice Springs 
(population approximately 27000 people) 
and in Central australia (an area 
spanning some 600 000 sq kms).

If you feel drawn to an exciting and 

challenging ministry involving faith building 

Bible teaching, Christ honouring worship 

and Spirit led outreach in a diverse cultural 

context, please contact the Rector Canon Bob 

George on 08 8952 1056 or 

bobgeorge@internode.on.net for more 

information.

BCA is seeking to support a ‘mission development 
officer’ position based out of Alice. However this 
position will not commence until an Associate minister 
has commenced. Stay tuned!

See the sights - experience 
BCa ministry – travel with 
like-minded people 

Spirit of the outback –  
7 days departing 23 
September 2010
Share the spirit of the South Australian 
Outback, departing Adelaide and 
traveling through Port Augusta, Roxby 
Downs, Andamooka, Coober Pedy 
and Leigh Creek. Enjoy great times of 
fellowship and worship with BCA Field 
Staff. 

2010 TOUR

For further enquiries or a booking 
form contact your regional 
office or email BCatours@
bushchurchaid.com.au

increased ministry in the area. 

The future is bright for mission in 

Central Australia. Bob hopes to see 

expansion not only within Alice Springs 

but further afield in centres such as Yulara 

(475kms SE of Alice Springs) and Tennant 

Creek (500kms N of Alice Springs) through 

the equipping of lay people. Overall this 

new strategy seeks to create a solid 

platform for reaching out to the lost in 

Central Australia. 

source: Phone interview

From previous page



Open Gate
while depression is a significant problem 

in remote australia, the church has not 

been quick to respond. brian roberts, 

bca national director says: “the secular 

world has captured this, and the church 

has not responded in a big way.”

BCA has recently launched the Open 

Gate programme which aims to equip 

those in ministry with skills 

to help people suffering 

mental illness. “Depression 

and mental illness are real 

issues in our world and this 

programme is a distinctively 

Christian response and is 

intentionally missional” says 

Brian, “it ties in with BCA’s 

mission to see Australians 

connected with their Creator.”

BCA Councillor Royce Thompson believes 

that mental health is a big issue for all 

Australians, not just those in the bush. 

Open Gate is important as the “resources to 

deal with these issues are being increasingly 

reduced in rural areas” he states. 

Open Gate will seek to equip Field Staff 

and Regional Officers to assist those in 

their community with mental health issues 

using the principles of programmes such as 

Suicide Assist, Mental Health First Aid and 

Keeping Each Other Safe. 

The programme will work in partnership 

with Church Army’s Certificate IV in Mission 

to ensure that it is shaped and defined by 

Christian perspectives. It will be run “with a 

Christian worldview rather than as a secular 

enterprise” says Royce. 

A pilot training day was recently run 

for Regional Officers and Field Staff from 

around the region. The 

programme gained a positive 

response and was recognised 

as an important initiative. 

“Increased awareness of 

these issues will allow for 

early detection and early 

intervention which often 

has much more productive 

results.” 

Open Gate will equip BCA staff to “assist 

people with these issues until they can get 

professional help” which as Royce points 

out “in rural areas may be 200kms away”. 

Overall the programme aims to be a “hand 

of real help and the hand of Christian 

fellowship as well”. 

The programme is commencing in the 

Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn and will 

eventually move Australia wide. 

source: interviews

Royce Thompson

9tHE REAL AuStRALIAn
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the need for effective ministry in the 

top end is great. greg thompson, bishop 

of the northern territory is hopeful that 

the addition of tom slockee as canon 

missioner will 

provide part of the 

answer to these 

needs. 

Indigenous 

ministry has long 

been a challenging 

area of ministry. 

Many BCA staff 

have worked 

faithfully at it all 

around Australia 

and in particular 

in the Northern 

Territory. BCA, in 

partnership with 

other mission 

organisations 

and Australia 

wide churches 

will support Tom 

Slockee as he 

continues this faithful service in a move 

from Mogo in New South Wales to the 

Northern Territory. Bishop Greg Thompson 

sees this as an important move. “I celebrate 

the cooperative approach to the support 

of Tom Slockee” he says, “I believe that the 

future development of aboriginal ministry 

relies on a national approach”.

The move is part of the Diocese of the 

Northern Territory’s mission to encourage 

indigenous leadership. Tom and Muriel will 

be responsible for encouraging leadership 

within the Diocese and developing “the best 

possible strategy for achieving it”. 

Joy Sandefur agrees that a cooperative 

approach is 

important for 

the growth of 

ministry in the 

Northern Territory. 

Workshops are 

run which are 

vital in training 

and equipping 

indigenous people 

for ministry. 

These workshops 

currently receive an 

average offering of 

$30 per week. “The 

workshops could 

not be run without 

the national 

funding they 

receive” Joy says. 

Joy is thankful 

for the continued 

national support and is excited to see “the 

urban ministry really grow as there is just 

so much need”. 

Bishop Greg Thompson points out that 

there are “many social, economic and 

spiritual needs in the Northern Territory. 

One could be overwhelmed by these 

challenges.” One of the practical challenges 

for ministry in the NT is the language 

barrier, English is often a third or fourth 

language for people. Joy Sandefur, BCA 

top End Steps in the Right ministry Direction

Tom and Muriel Slockee

Joy Sandefur and clergy in training, 2007
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top End Steps in the Right ministry Direction

bca canberra rally
coffee and dessert night

friday 12th march at 7.30pm
St John the Baptist Reid,Church Hall

Constitution Avenue, Canberra
Chairperson – Bp. Stuart Robinson

Share the Bishop’s vision for future ministry opportunities

meet Field Staff and hear of their ministry

Share the new directions of mission between BCA and the Diocese

meet the Ven. Dr. Royce thompson who will head up BCA’s Canberra Desk

Bring a friend along and enjoy the fellowship of others in your Region

rsvP vika 9262 5017 or vika@bushchurchaid.com.au

Field Staff member at 

Nungalinya College 

refers to transport as 

another challenge. 

“Growing ministries 

is not easy because 

people don’t have cars, 

and buses don’t run on 

weekends” she says. 

However, she sees there 

is “plenty of potential for 

growth. The people that 

Tom will be working with 

are very needy people”.

Tom and Muriel will be working towards 

overcoming these challenges in the 

Northern Territory. They will be working 

with the ‘Ministry Resource Unit’ to provide 

training and support to churches in the 

Northern Territory. 

Indigenous ministry is an important 

mission area. Indigenous Australians 

represent 2.5% of the population but have 

a percentage growth rate of 2.6% per year. 

This is compared to the growth rate for 

the total Australian population of 1.2% 

(ABS). There are currently 11,000 indigenous 

people in Darwin with only two targeted 

church services. The addition of Tom is a big 

step in the right direction for indigenous 

ministry in the top end.  

source: interviews, Press release

Tom Slockee will work with the Territory’s Indigenous 
population to promote leadership
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in bass strait, a 50 minute plane ride 

from both tasmania and victoria is King 

island, a small island with a reputation 

for its dairy. bca has been working on 

this island with its rolling geography and 

picturesque views for eleven years. in 

a recently announced change Peter and 

barbara nunn have retired after three 

years of service and rod and christene 

oldfield are set to take their place.

Used to the Island life on Norfolk Island, 

this may not seem like 

much of a change for the 

Oldfield’s. But Rod assures 

us that this will be a very 

different place to where 

they have come from. 

When asked about these 

differences Rod quips that 

one of the best things 

about the move will be 

not being surrounded by 

mould and “not having 

to get up each morning 

and carefully check the 

clothes you put on to ensure no mould has 

grown on them over night!”

While the climate will be one big change, 

both have similarities that are common 

to many small islands. The small island 

mentality which comes from living in a 

community surrounded by water will be 

evident on King Island. With only 1650 

people living on the island it is very hard to 

keep others from “knowing your business 

before you do” according to Rod. This island 

also presents the physical constraints of not 

being able to visit family and friends easily.  

While these similarities may seem 

prevalent, it is important to recognise the 

differences. “One of the biggest challenges 

for us will be to remember that we are not 

on Norfolk” Rod says. “We are on a different 

island with different people and different 

needs.” 

Upon further reflection of the possible 

challenges, Rod jokes that the biggest 

challenge for him personally will be 

“staying alive” due to the 

availability of tempting 

and budget friendly dairy 

on the island.

On a recent trip to 

King Island it became 

clear to Rod that the 

parishioners were hopeful 

of three things in their 

new appointment. They 

are looking for someone 

to help parishioners 

realise their gifts and 

how to use them in the 

church context, someone to develop a 

solid children’s ministry and someone to 

lead them. “These are natural desires for 

a church” says Rod, “people have a strong 

desire to be grown and led”. Rod feels 

qualified for all these areas due to his past 

experience. He is particularly excited to be 

involved in children’s ministry after many 

years in a congregation built of people in 

the 70+ age bracket. He also hopes to start 

a new prayer meeting and reach out to 

people “through the power of prayer”.

making Roads on King Island

Cape Wickham Lighthouse
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making Roads on King Island

Wherever he is serving, Rod likes to 

“make roads to reach the people”. A ‘men’s 

shed’ he spotted on the island seems to 

be an avenue for opportunity. With an 

interest in carpentry, Rod is looking forward 

to getting practical at the same time as 

forging relationships with local men. 

King Island will present both new 

challenges and exciting opportunities 

for the Oldfield’s as they seek to form 

relationships with new people and a new 

community along with seeking to reach 

these people in new ways.

source: interview

religious education grants Programme Pauses

Over the last two years BCA has been privileged to assist over 50 parishes across 

Australia in Western Australia, Victoria, new South Wales and Queensland with the 

ministry of Religious Education in Schools. this support has gone to clergy, volunteers 

and parishes for the cost of time, travel and resources as they teach the Christian faith 

and values to the next generation. Sadly, going into 2010 BCA does not have sufficient 

funds to provide another round of grants. Pray for BCA in the new Year as we review the 

programme that has run so far and consider how to generate sufficient funds to run it 

again. the programme will not be able to support as many parishes as it has, but BCA is 

keen to support those parishes that desperately need the help over the next few years and 

is very thankful for the support it has been given. 

Rod and Christene relax after a wedding ceremony

Cape Wickham Lighthouse
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Anglican ministry Changes in the Riverina

the west darling Parish may cover a 

huge portion of nsw, but looks can be 

deceiving. these days, very few people 

live in the region. 

BCA ministers Ron and Crystal Spindler 

had served in the West Darling for four 

years but at the end of 2009, accepted the 

Bishop’s invitation to move. They have taken 

up ministry at Ariah Park on the eastern 

border of the Riverina Diocese and will no 

longer be supported by BCA.

In the Spindlers’ place a team of licensed 

lay leaders along with the Rector of Broken 

Hill, Archdeacon Ian Clark, will continue 

with the ministry in the West Darling parish. 

Archdeacon Clark will make pastoral 

visits to the small centres of Wilcannia, 

White Cliffs and Tibooburra, while the lay 

team will organise morning prayer meetings 

as well as Sunday services for the church at 

Menindee.

When considering, in comparison to 

other ministry regions, the Society can 

appreciate Bishop Doug’s angle when 

he says “The whole population is next to 

nothing anyway. Very few people live out 

there, but of the ones that do, very few are 

Anglican.”

Bishop Doug says the Spindlers had a 

unique style of ministry which will probably 

change shape with new leadership.

bca maintains support

BCA will continue to support other 

ministries in the Riverina Diocese.

Neville Naden will carry on with his work 

among indigenous people at Broken Hill, 

Lyn and Lindsay Whybrow will maintain 

their lay ministry in Hillston, and the Dusty 

Boots Programme founded  by Rob and 

Jenny Stubbs will continue to run short-

term mission trips to key towns in the West 

Darling. 

The Society’s National Director Brian 

Roberts says BCA is committed to the 

region both financially and prayerfully. “Our 

partnership and ongoing conversations 

with Bishop Doug will ensure we take 

opportunities to carry on with God’s 

mission in the area,” Brian said. “Although 

populations in the West Darling are 

diminishing, we are committed to the 

people in such isolated places.”

source: interview
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From Devastation to Restoration
it has been one year since the devastating 

“black saturday”. on february 7th 2009 

fire raced through many communities in 

victoria with the full power of a furnace, 

devouring whatever it touched, including 

173 precious lives.

 The loss of property was bad enough 

but the death of so many people brought 

grief to countless families and communities 

in Gippsland, Marysville, Kilmore, Wallan 

and the Kinglake Ranges. 

My wife Ida and I 

have been working since 

February as part of 

the Anglican Diocesan 

Bushfire Recovery Team 

providing support for 

the survivors through a 

recovery ministry. 

One year on, the 

townships of the 

Kinglake Ranges where 

we are involved are 

still communities very 

much in need. Change is everywhere in 

the charred community. Real Estate signs 

indicate that some people and businesses 

will not return. New people will move in. 

Marriages fail and relationships are strained. 

Survivors understand that life will never 

quite be the same. 

Australia has pulled together to 

support these people in their time of need. 

Generosity has been overwhelming. Money 

and gifts have flooded in. Volunteers 

have undertaken a wide range of tasks. 

Prayer and love have been a foundation in 

holding many people 

together during 

these testing times. Christians have 

been active in providing a helping hand 

and encouraging support. A 4x4 Subaru 

provided by BCA made difficult areas more 

accessible. A Parish in Tasmania provided 

beanies, school girls knitted throw-over 

blankets, a Melbourne based Box Secretary 

arranged two distributions of goods to help, 

especially Christmas 

goods to those who 

lost their homes. We 

have been supported by 

members of the Sunbury 

Parish who surrounded 

us in prayer, provided 

food for distribution 

every visit, and joined 

working bees to help 

families.

In spite of hardship, 

rebuilding and 

restoration is very 

evident. New homes are taking shape, with 

a few families already moved in to new 

homes and others hoping to move in over 

the next twelve months. For some, their 

faith in God is stronger even though most 

are struggling to find answers to their 

grief and pain. The need for long-term 

commitment in prayer and love is crucial 

for the health and well-being of survivors. 

New beginnings are evident but old pain 

will take a long time to heal.

ernest horth

BCA Council Member

Ernest Horth

councillor’s

column
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the Spirit of Christmas Reaches the Ridge
in an aim to reach their community last 

christmas, lightning ridge community 

church raised over $3500 enabling them to 

give away 70 gift hampers. 

In a community 

where there is so 

much poverty and 

loneliness these 

hampers have 

been welcome 

Christmas gifts. 

The hampers 

were given as a 

‘free gift’ to locals, 

with an attached 

letter emphasising that it had “no strings 

attached”. The letter also stated that “there 

is no fine print, there is nothing you are 

obligated or required to do.” The message 

was of the free gift of Jesus and the joy of 

giving freely. 

It was through the donation of $1000 

from the Bush Church Aid Society, $1500 

from Anglicare and $1000 raised through 

the congregation that they were able to 

reach the target. The first three people 

to pledge money were the poorest in the 

congregation, 

a great 

encouragement to 

Revd. Mike Keith. 

The response to 

the hampers has 

been very positive 

with kisses and 

tears often 

involved in the 

receiving. Due to 

a donation of presents from the Salvation 

Army, Christmas gifts were also given to 

children where possible.  

Through the drive, the church has been 

able to develop relationships and establish 

contact with many people in the wider 

community. Mike sees that it has been “a 

great practical outworking of the gospel.” 

Lightning Ridge Community Church

Members of the congregation packing hampers
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The congregation is now trusting that “God 

will use this to bring people to him.”

The church felt a keen sense of 

ownership towards the project having 

packed the hampers themselves after a local 

supermarket, Kahn’s Supa IGA, provided 

discounted goods. Each hamper contained 

23 items of special food and drink along 

with a Christmas tract, the Challenge 

Newsletter and a letter from Revd. Mike 

Keith.   

Looking forward to 2010, Mike hopes 

to see this service to the local community 

grow. He hopes that they will be resourced 

to give over 100 hampers away as this year 

they “certainly didn’t have any problems 

giving 70 away.”

In closing Mike states that “it has been 

an encouraging and humbling time and we 

would certainly appreciate your prayers as 

we continue to reach out to a very needy 

people here in the Ridge.”

source: report

the Spirit of Christmas Reaches the Ridge

Packing the hampers gave the members of the congregation ‘ownership’ of the project

Wrapping presents to distribute

Mike, Chantalle and Rachel Keith
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Dusty Boots Report

in July 2009, a group of 16 year 9 students 

from st Pauls grammar school travelled 

to the boomerang meeting Place, mogo 

as part of the dusty boots programme. it 

was a week of new experiences for the 

students as they learned to “expect the 

unexpected”. 

The trip was both a cultural experience 

and an opportunity 

for the students to 

contribute to the 

practical needs of the 

Meeting Place. 

From Monday to 

Thursday students 

worked in four teams to 

complete tasks around 

the site. The maintenance 

team painted the church 

office, undertook minor 

repairs to the buildings 

and cleaned the church 

and offices. A garden was created by the 

landscaping team along with the weeding, 

pruning and mulching of existing gardens. 

The children’s team led a group of 8 primary 

aged children in a programme including 

games, craft and a talk. The cooking team 

had the challenge of providing food for 

the team using an outdoor kitchen. Despite 

difficult working 

conditions, the 

meals provided were 

excellent. 

Not only did the 

students get to serve in 

practical tasks but they 

were also given insight 

into Aboriginal culture 

and tradition. They 

learned the skills of 

throwing boomerangs, 

creating traditional 

paintings and playing 

The Dusty Boots Team with the team from Mogo
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the didgeridoo. Local fishing and cultural 

sites were visited and Aboriginal elders also 

shared their history through stories and 

through a worship service with locals.  

Feedback from students indicated 

that it was a great week of “gaining 

new experiences”, “learning a sense of 

community”, “learning to expect the 

unexpected”, “helping people and having 

fun” whilst “being taken out of their 

comfort zone”. 

Fortunately insurance was budgeted into 

the trip cost as a rogue meat pie caused 

significant damage to the windscreen of the 

bus. No one was hurt, but it was certainly 

unexpected. 

This was the first Dusty Boots trip to 

Mogo with St Paul’s Grammar School. The 

trip was enjoyed by students, teachers and 

the Boomerang Meeting Place alike and 

they hope it will be run again in the future. 

source: report

Dusty Boots Report

A cultural afternoon for the team

Creating a new garden for Mogo
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A Century of Achievement
a unique weekend to remember! that’s 

how we describe our memorable visit 

to ceduna for the 100th anniversary 

celebrations of its st michael and all 

angels’ church in early october. we 

served with bca’s flying medical service 

more than 50 years ago, at the time an 

integral part of the australia-wide flying 

doctor service network.

We were both closely associated with 

the church’s ministry during our time 

there. Esma as an assistant organist and 

Mac as a lay reader, as well as running 

the Sunday school at nearby Thevenard. 

We also assisted the late Theo Hayman in 

the building of the “new” St Michaels’s, 

dedicated in May, 1955. Esma also has fond 

memories of the local Girl Guide Company 

she captained.

During the weekend we renewed many 

friendships, not only with former staff, but 

with numbers of older local people, who 

fondly remembered BCA’s involvement in 

their community. One man recalled how 

Rev Peter Linn with Mac and Elaine Job

Ex-Archbishop Harry Goodhew speaks  
at Penong

Rev Brian Jeffreys and  
Bp Garry Weatherill

Centenary service at St Michaels Ceduna
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A Century of Achievement

christ for camPers needs volunteers!
Are you passionate about the gospel, willing to talk about your faith and 
able to cook a BBQ breakfast? then Christ for Campers is looking for you. 

three Christ for Campers programmes are currently seeking volunteers to 
continue the spread of the gospel to campers. 

mallacoota, victoria, april 1st–8th 
broome and eighty mile beach, western australia, July 2nd-19th 

Kununurra, western australia, august 2nd-13th

Mac had flown his wife to Adelaide on a 

stretcher for the difficult birth of their first 

child - now a hale and hearty man of 52!

Apart from the joys of revisiting the 

scenes of our early married life, we were 

delighted to see how the local Christian 

community has grown. The celebration 

included a communion service in St 

Michaels Ceduna on Saturday afternoon 

and a Sunday morning ecumenical service 

as part of the towns annual ‘Oysterfest’. 

The festivities then moved to Penong, 70km 

west of Ceduna which was commemorating 

its own 90th anniversary. Here a celebratory 

service was held at St Alphege followed by 

an inspection of the former BCA Penong 

hospital. All services were packed with 

people keen to celebrate the parish’s great 

history. The Sunday concluded with a dinner 

hosted by the Penong congregation and 

displayed country hospitality at its best!   

Altogether, a wonderfully uplifting 

occasion!

macarthur (mac) & esma Job

For more information, please visit www.bushchurchaid.com.au, email  
nomads@bushchurchaid.com.au or contact your nearest  

BCA Regional Office.
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moving

rod and christene oldfield have been 

recalled by BCA at the end of their term 

on Norfolk Island to serve on King Island. 

The ministry on Norfolk now moves into 

an interim arrangement for the next little 

while to enable the Diocese and BCA to 

seek to find a ministry structure which will 

fit well with Norfolk culture and make the 

most of the gospel opportunities which 

have been identified over recent years. It 

is anticipated that while this process takes 

place the Diocese will arrange through Bp 

Rob Forsyth a series of locums. These will 

be intentional and seek to further equip 

local Christian leaders in mission and 

ministry. Frank Mostyn from Shellharbour in 

the Diocese of Sydney, who has a love for 

the people of Norfolk Is and considerable 

experience of island living and ministry, will 

cover the current locum period.

gary and nikki alexander move from 

Affiliates to BCA Field Staff in Kununurra 

at the conclusion of Ron Johnson’s long 

service leave at the end of March. Gary will 

be inducted into the Parish on 14th May.

farewell

John cronshaw (buspa) has tendered 

his resignation from BCA Council and the 

Committees he serves on. He will continue, 

however, to run 

the BCA bus tours, 

which he first 

commenced for 

our supporters as 

far back as 1977. 

John offered 

himself for service 

on the BCA Council 

and its Executive 

Committee in mid 1982, a role he has 

continuously held until now. During that 

time he also served on the NSW and ACT 

Regional Committee and at times was 

their Regional Chairman. He deputised on 

behalf of the Society in parish churches, to 

secular organisations and represented BCA 

at various Diocesan functions and forums 

across the nation.

We are thankful to God for John’s 

significant contribution to BCA’s mission 

Rod and Christene Oldfield Gary and Nikki Alexander

John Cronshaw

Post & Rails
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mark holland has been appointed Assistant 

Chaplain at the Hutchins School in Hobart. 

This is a new position at this Anglican boy’s 

school. He will be teaching 

Christian values to Kinder-

Grade 6 boys and caring 

for them pastorally. Mark 

will also share pastoral 

responsibilities for the 

older boys with the current 

Chaplain, Matt Gray. 

matthew & naomi 
Johnson after four years 

in Newman, moved at the 

end of February from the outback to the 

inner city. Matthew will take up the role 

of Rector, in the Parish of South Sydney 

(Redfern), NSW. They consider their time in 

Newman has been 4 years of fun, adventure 

and a fair share of heartache. They ask 

for your continued prayers for the Pilbara 

region. Matthew Johnson’s induction at St. 

Saviour’s Redfern will be held on Tuesday 

16th March.

over these past decades and wish him well 

in his future ministry and personal work for 

our Lord. 

Peter linn has completed his term as 

Regional Officer for SA and NT, and is 

looking forward to moving into country 

ministry.

Josh maule 

concluded his initial 

6 month contract 

as Media and 

Communications 

Officer last December. 

At the end of 

December Josh 

left for the Congo with a 

photographer to interview 

Isesomo for a book he 

intends writing. In February 

Josh began a ministry 

training role with Christians 

in the Media based in 

Sydney. We wish him well in 

the Lord’s work.

Peter Linn

The Johnsons

Josh Maule

The Hollands

Post & Rails

Continued over
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welcome

natalie calderwood joined 

the National Office team as 

Media and Communications 

Officer in late 2009. A 

graduate with 2 Class 

Honours and Dean’s Merit 

in B.Communications, her 

strengths are in media 

liaison and public relations. It’s wedding 

bells too as Natalie marries Chris Sanders 

on March 27th. 

the ven. dr. royce thompson will 

undertake the position of Strategic 

Mission Consultant for the Society based 

in Canberra. In this role he will, with the 

co-operation of the Bishop of the Diocese 

of Canberra and Goulburn Stuart Robinson, 

establish a partnership involving an 

effective prayer covering across the Diocese, 

raise support and awareness for BCA and 

engage in supporting and enabling mission 

focused ministry in rural country and 

regional areas. 

In his other role for BCA, Royce will head 

up the Open Gate Programme for rural 

mental health awareness – see page 9.

glenn seddon – bca affiliate, batemans 
bay will be working in the local primary 

and high schools, and in the local Christian 

school mainly focusing on evangelism. He 

is keen to build on the existing youth group 

to gain a group of strongly committed 

young people. Glenn worked at Holy Trinity, 

Baulkham Hills, NSW, for four years (the 

last two in full time ministry), working 

with youth and young adults. He has been 

at the same church since 

becoming a Christian some 

8 years ago and went on to 

study a B.Th. and Masters at 

Wesley Institute. His family 

is excited about moving 

closer to the beach!

helena Painting – bca 
affiliate, yass/gunning 

will be working in three – four schools in a 

pastoral role, getting to know the students 

and establishing relationships with them 

before moving into High School. She will 

work in the schools two days each week 

and continue her TAFE teaching role for the 

other three.

the revd. fay fraser, bca affiliate, 
twofold bay is part time Priest in Charge 

of this Special Ministry District. A former 

personal trainer and champion body-builder, 

she felt called to establish a group aimed 

at young mothers, 18-22 years age and 

in July last year launched her RevFitness 

programme. 

Welcome to samuel robert middlewick, 

born on 4th December, weighing in at 9lbs, 

15 oz and 53cm. 

Natalie Calderwood

Samuel Middlewick

Post & Rails

Natalie Calderwood
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Centenary trek
australians have little concept of distance 

according to michael maude, bca christ 

for campers founder and self confessed 

‘4wd nut’. when thinking about distances 

in western australia “multiple 0s need to 

be added on to each distance the average 

person drives” he says. 

The closest town 

to Carnarvon where 

the Maude’s reside 

is Exmouth, an easy 

350kms away, not really 

a distance the rest of 

Australia is as familiar 

with on a daily basis.

The 2010 Diocesan 

Centenary Trek will 

showcase some of 

the vast spaces which 

Western Australia has to offer. The trek is a 

celebration of the Centenary of the North 

West Australia Diocese and will aim to 

include the entire Diocese, linking parishes 

together. The only parishes in the Diocese 

that won’t be directly visited are Broome 

and Carnarvon as the routes to reach these 

parishes “incorporate too much bitumen!”

Mike will lead a team of ten vehicles 

through the trek reaching from Kununurra 

through to Geraldton in four stages over 

five weeks. 

Some of the natural attractions that 

the trek will cover include Mount Meharry 

in the Pilbara region, Mount Augustus 

(the largest monolith in the world), the 

wildflowers of Geraldton, the Canning Stock 

Route and the Rudall River National Park 

which contains about 1000 sand hills.

The group will also spend one night 

at an isolated sheep and cattle station 

Warroora (pronounced Warra) where, in 

celebration, “the fattened calf” will be 

slaughtered. Following the feast, guests will 

be treated to some old fashioned fun with a 

bush dance being put on 

by their hosts.  

Throughout the trip 

participants will have 

the opportunity to learn 

about the history of the 

North West Diocese. 

Each leg of the trip will 

visit a different parish 

and every day will start 

with a faith inspiring 

devotion. The Diocese 

has a long history of faithfulness, looking 

back to the days when these large stretches 

were covered on foot or bicycle to minister 

to aboriginals and remote stations. Mike 

is awed by the faithful list of people who 

endured hot and long distances to minister 

“all because of the love of the Lord.”

The trek is open to anyone who wants to 

be involved. The cost per vehicle per week is 

$100 and you can join the trek for as many 

stages as you wish. The first three stages 

require a 4WD but anyone can get involved 

for the final leg. To experience the great 

wide land that is Western Australia, go to 

www.bushchurchaid.com.au and download 

a brochure. 

source: interview & brochure



26 Autumn 2010

REGIONAL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS

notice Of Annual General meeting

queensland and northern nsw
•  Saturday 17th April 2010 9.30am - 3.00pm
•  Church of the Holy Spirit, 1036 moggill Road, 

KEnmORE
•  Speakers: Rev mike Donaldson Keppel Parish
•  Capt. Stuart and Katherine Haynes 

BCA Blackwater
•  Cost - $10.00 includes morning tea and lunch
•  “Bush and Bible Day” incorporating the Annual 

General meeting
•  Schedule: 9.30am Annual General meeting 

10.00 am Registration for Bush and Bible Day 

south australia and northern territory
•   Saturday 10th April 2010 12.00pm - 3.30pm 

Christ Church, Jeffcott Street, north Adelaide.
•  meet BCA staff and Farewell Peter Linn
•  Cost - $10
•  12.00pm Lunch, 1.00pm AGm, 1.30pm meet 

and Greet: Brian Roberts, Peter Palmer, mary 
Lewis, Arthur tanner & Grant Hay

•  RSVP: 26th march to Jennifer 08 8370 5069

victoria and tasmania
•  Friday 30th April 2010 - 6.30pm
•  Brimbank Anglican Church, cnr Cemetery Rd & 

Ely Crt, KEILOR EASt. 
•  Speaker: Revd Helen Chick
•  Cost - Donation $25.00
•  Spit Roast dinner, entertainment, and field 

updates from the Central mallee ministry
•  RSVP: 23rd April to victoria@bushchurchaid.

com.au or 03 9457 7556

new south wales and australian  
capital territory
•  thursday 15th April 2010 12.00pm
•  BCA Boardroom Level 7, 

37 York St Sydney 2000
•  Speaker: Revd Grant Hay 

Willochra Prison Chaplain
•  Light lunch provided
•  RSVP: 8th April 2010 to vika@bushchurchaid.

com.au or 02 9262 5017

western australia
•  Saturday 1st may 2010 12.00pm

Hamersley Recreation Centre & Holy Cross 
Anglican Church cnr Aintree St & Glendale 
Ave, Hamersley

•  Cost - $15 for lunch
•  Speakers: Revd. Philip & mrs Elke Knight 

Port Hedland

the inaugural meeting of the WA mission Forum 
will be held on the same date and location  
9am – 12pm 
•  $30 per head including lunch, $25 concession
•  Bible Studies: Dr Allan Chapple

Speakers: Revds Richard Goscombe BCA Field 
Staff –Wickham & Philip Knight BCA Field 
Staff Port Hedland

•  RSVP: 23rd April 2010 to 1300 554 025 or 
wa@bushchurchaid.com.au

the Bush Church Aid Society of Australia
For the purpose of adopting the audited accounts of the Society 

for the financial year ended 31st December, 2010 and to elect Councillors
wednesday 12th may at 9.30am 

anderledy lodge, 80 william st, north sydney
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with the recent centenary of st michaels 

and all angels church at ceduna, we tell 

the story of the building of the present 

church as told in the real australian of 

october 1954. 

“The walls of the building are finished 

and ready for the roof. The 28,000 [cement] 

bricks were made by members of the church 

in voluntary labour efforts, and much of 

the manual work has been done by Ceduna 

Anglican clergyman, Rev. T.J. Hayman of the 

Far West Mission of the Bush Church Aid 

Society. 

Rev. T. Hayman and his assistant Rev. 

I.E.A. Booth, spend all their spare time on 

the new building. 

Although a bricklayer has been 

employed, the clergymen and helpers have 

been the bricklayer’s labourers for the 

erection of the walls. 

The church – 86ft. by 30ft. – was 

designed to accommodate 150 people. 

At present there are sufficient pews to 

accommodate 50. 

Mr Snodgrass, of Sydney, who is Rev. 

T. Hayman’s father in law, and a cement 

worker by trade, has been spending a 

prolonged holiday in Ceduna. He has given 

much technical assistance and has been an 

overseer on the building. 

The demolition of the old church has 

been carried out as the new building has 

been erected, and much of the timber work, 

such as windows and doors, from the old 

building has been used in the new. 

The task of raising finance for the new 

church was commenced four years ago, and 

Rev. T. Hayman made the first bricks for the 

building last November. 

Two new windows have already been 

donated, one of which is stained glass 

and of the “Good Shepherd”. Donations 

also include a pew and cash towards the 

purchase of a second, the centre carpet, 

and the paint for the woodwork of the 

structure. 

The porch tower with its unique 

cross built in is a thanksgiving token to 

the medical staff of the B.C.A., past and 

present.”

For over 55 years BCA provided a 

ministry at Ceduna until more recent days. 

Today we pray that its church people and 

community will continue to grow in faith 

and service to God. 

clem Kirkby Hon. Archivist

From the Archives

Left: St Michael’s 1930’s, middle: The Rectory, right: in the 1950’s



 

 cards

bca 009 Real Australia Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

bca 011 Bygone Days Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

 music   

bca 229 Bring on the Day Garage Hymnal $24.95

bca 233  Super Saviour - Double CD Colin Buchanan $24.95 

bca 223 A Very Very Very Big God Emu $16.95

bca 219 meet the King Emu $16.95

bca 205 Outrageous Praise 2 CD set $33.00

bca 206 Outrageous Praise Songbook $16.50

bca 210 10,9,8 God is Great Buchanan $24.95

bca 221 Jesus Rocks the World Buchanan $24.95

bca 226 moving Devotions with Buspa Dreamswork $25.00

bca 227  Colin’s Favourites Plus DVD Buchanan $19.95

bca 231 J is for Jesus Karen Pang $19.95

bca 232 Living On the Inside Greg Jones $30.00

bca 234 take my Life Garage Hymnal $19.95

 booKs

bca 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust Kerry medway $14.95

bca 117 Desperate Kerry medway $14.95

bca 101 the meaning of Life Jeanette Fogarty $12.00

bca 111 Fox tales from Far Flung Places Barbara Fox $16.50

bca 106 there are Flowers in the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 107 After the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 104 unequally Yoked Audrey Aspeling $15.00

faith booK
Stories of faith in north West Australia 
1910–2010

celebrating a centenary of 
christian ministry
An historical snapshot of the Diocese 
nWA 1910-2010

bca 136   nWA 100th Anniversary 
set of 2 books $10.00

28 Autumn 2010

Gift Catalogue
nwa 100th anniversary  
set of 2 booKs
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Jungle Doctor Comic Books are 
no longer being printed and 
we can now only offer them 
in sets of 6 until our supplies 
are depleted. Don’t leave it too 
long to purchase your copies 
for children, grandchildren, 
friends!!

bca 102   Jungle Doctor Comic Books 
Set of 6 $7.50

bca 013   BCA teatowel (new Design)
Limited stocks of past design 
still available $8.00

 booKs 

bca 112 the Last Lessons Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 114 Set of 4 Audrey Aspeling Books Save $10.00 $49.95

bca 124 Handprints of the Creator Peter nicholls $6.50

bca 120  Credible Witness Darren Cronshaw $25.00

bca 127  teenage Bushranger  Kerry medway $19.95

bca 128 Amazing Grace Peter Rahme $7.95

bca 129 Dying to Be Heard David Hart $44.95

bca 131 Party Cakes Julie Lanham $24.95

bca 132 Free too Chris thiele $28.50

bca 135 Losing my Religion  tom Frame $34.95

 childrens booKs

bca 102 Jungle Doctor Comic Books–set of 6 Dr Paul White $7.50

bca 130 Francy the Fearful Butterfly Jen Anderson $14.95

 self helP & educational

bca 125 tibby Briar–Her Story Phyllis Collie $4.00

bca 123 Good Grief–Bad time terrence C.t. tung-Yep $18.00

bca 116 Faith & new Frontiers Brian underwood $22.00

bca 122 Aboriginal Stereotypes Alan Rogers $8.00

bca 121 White Fella Culture A must for nomads $8.00

 gift ideas

bca 010 BCA tie  $25.00

bca 012 BCA Pewter Key Ring  $5.00

bca 013 BCA teatowel  $8.00

bca 014 BCA Goldtone Pen (refillable) $7.50

Gift Catalogue
Jungle doctor set of 6 booKs new!
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bca code descriPtion quantity $ total

SuB-tOtAL

PLuS Postage and handling charges–$5.50 per order

tOtAL

my cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 mastercard    Visa American Express

      expires on

name on credit card Signature

	

 $

 $

Please complete this merchandise order form
Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd/mr/mrs/miss/ms (initials)  surname

address       

     postcode

email     telephone

Supporter no. (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $5.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

Real Australian Gift Order Form

orders can be made online at our website www.bushchurchaid.com.au
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i would like to receive: 

i would like to pay by:

 Cheque/money Order        Credit card–please complete details below

 mastercard   Visacard        American Express

name on credit card ________________________________________________

Credit card no

Expires on _________ Signature ______________________________________

Personal details 
Revd/mr/mrs/miss/ms (initials)  surname

address

  postcode

email  telephone

Supporter no. (if available)	 	

	 	the real australian magazine & 
Prayer notes

 the real australian magazine
  a money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support bca through my will

  Information on how I can  
donate shares to bca

i would like to support ministry in one of the following three ways: 

2. i wish to make a regular donation 

 monthly  Quarterly  6 monthly  Annually 

 By Direct Debit from my account From my credit card 

An authorisation form will be sent to  

you for completion

3. Donations can be made directly to our bank account. PLEASE use your Supporter 
number as a reference (or for anonymous donations–the reference AnOn followed by the 
first letter of your State). Our Bank details are: westpac bsb 032 008 account 000706

$1. my donation of                         to bca’s ministry–general funds
 Please tick here if you need your donation to be placed in a DGR fund
 (Tax deductible–Kirkby Trust; Medical; Outback Education; BCA’s preference)
 my merchandise Order form is attached 

Response Form
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